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NOTICE OF REASONS FOR REJECTION 



Application Number: 
Drafted: 



2006-524545 



2009/04/30 



(year/month/day) 



Examiner: 



Takeshi YAMASHITA 



8946 5Z00 



Attorney: 
Cited Articles: 



Masatake SHIGA 



Article 29, Paragraph 2 



This application should be rejected for the reason(s) given below. If the 
applicant wishes to comment thereon, the applicant is invited to submit a response 
within 60 days from the Mailing Date of this notice. 



The invention(s) according to claims 1 to 36 of the present application could have 
been easily made prior to the filing of the present application by a person with average 
knowledge in the field to which the invention(s) belongs based on the invention(s) 
described in the below-listed distributed publication(s) or made available to the public 
through electric telecommunication lines in Japan or elsewhere prior to the filing of the 
present application, and it is therefore deemed to be unpatentable under the provisions of 
Japanese Patent Law, Article 29, Paragraph 2. 



1. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application, First Publication No. 2003-022084 

2. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application, First Publication No. 2004-193983 

3. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application, First Publication No. HI 0-289320 

4. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application, First Publication No. 2003-030657 

5. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application, First Publication No. H05-019782 

6. Japanese Unexamined Patent Application, First Publication No. 2003-248494 

Citations 1 and 2 contain disclosures to the effect that when searching a part of a 
stored acoustic signal (Citation 1) or video image signal (Citation 2) that is similar to a 
target signal, a degree of similarity between both a stored signal and a target signal is 
calculated and compared by using normalized a vector (corresponding to the "degenerated 
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vector of the stored feature" in the claims) based on the statistical values of the stored 
signals and the target signals. 

Therefore, the invention according to each of the claims of the present 
application could have been easily made by a person with average knowledge in the field 
based on the inventions that have been disclosed in Citations 1 and 2 or by adapting well- 
known technology in pattern matching processing such as Voronoi tessellation or non- 
linear quantification, as disclosed in Citations 2 through 6. 
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